@Congress of the United States
Mashington, B 20515

February 24, 2010

President Barack Obama

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Obama:

Thank you for including reauthorization of the Indian Health Care Improvement Act (IHCIA) in
your health insurance reform proposal. As you know, IHCIA is a critical element of any
comprehensive reform plan. We ask that you ensure that the Indian health care provisions are
included in any final agreement reached with congressional leaders.

Our country needs health care reform—but our pursuit of reform cannot leave Native Americans
behind. Our Native constituents have made clear to us that they cannot wait any longer for
health care reform in Indian Country. Comprehensive health care reform must include Indian
health care reform, and the first step in that reform is reauthorizing IHCIA.

Originally passed in 1976, the Indian Health Care Improvement Act is the key statutory authority
for the federal government’s provision of health care to American Indians and Alaska Natives
through the Indian Health Service (IHS). The most recent reauthorization, passed in 1992,
expired nine years ago. The American health care system has been revolutionized in the 18
years since Congress last considered IHCIA; reauthorizing the law now is a critical opportunity
to update IHS policies in areas like preventive medicine and behavioral health to reflect advances
in the way medicine is practiced today. IHS is the preferred health care provider for many
American Indians and Alaska Natives, and without reauthorization, these Americans will be left
out of comprehensive health care reform.

Congress has demonstrated its strong support for reauthorizing IHCIA through health care
reform by including it in both the House-passed and Senate-passed health care reform bills.
Thank you for your support of IHCIA reauthorization as part of comprehensive health care
reform legislation.

Sincerely,
Martin Hei:% Nick Rahall

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Cc:

Majority Leader Harry Reid
Speaker Nancy Pelosi
Majority Whip Dick Durbin
Majority Leader Steny Hoyer



